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“Plugged In” is sponsored by:

Ty Warner
Sea Center
805-962-2526
www.sbnature2.org

How did diving start in Santa Barbara?

Santa Barbara diving began in the late 1800s and
early 1900s when Asian immigrants began diving for
abalone and other marine invertebrates (animals with-
out a backbone). Early diving consisted mostly of
hardhat diving and included a heavy metal helmet with
a hose leading to it (see picture at right).  The hose
contained air, which was pumped down to the diver
from a boat at the surface.  It wasn't until SCUBA div-
ing was invented in the mid 1900s that diving was
made easier and allowed more people to participate.
Divers today can move freely underwater to dive for
fun, work, and to harvest seafood.  SCUBA is a popu-
lar activity that allows people to experience the unique
beauty of the Santa Barbara Channel and visit it like
they would any other tourist destination on land.

What do divers do?

Professional divers are needed in many different
areas. Santa Barbara City College offers a diving de-
gree program, allowing students to pursue career paths
in commercial or recreational diving.  The Marine Div-
ing Technology program works closely with the Santa
Barbara Maritime Museum for many events and fes-
tivals throughout the year. Below are some opportu-
nities and jobs for divers.

* Harvesting seafood
* Scientific research
* Building/repairing oil rigs and sewage pipes
* Welding, drilling, ironworking and rigging
While working underwater, divers constantly have

to monitor their surroundings. If they are not careful,
the heavy equipment they are repairing or their own

tools can slip and cut the airlines that connect them to their
tanks or to ocean surface. Locally, divers work on off shore
oil rigs, study shipwrecks, and conduct scientific research.

Santa Barbara Maritime Museum

At the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum, you and your family can
explore the interesting
history of diving in this
area!  The museum has an
exhibit that features many
of the different types of
dive helmets as well as
helmets used in movies,
such as The Abyss. You
can also see the JIM suit
(photo on left) — a suit
from the 1970s that was
used in deep water envi-
ronments for the oil in-
dustry.  It can descend to
2,000 feet underwater!

Live Dive!

Divers at the Santa Bar-
bara Museum of Natural His-
tory Ty Warner Sea Center use
cutting-edge diving technol-
ogy to take visitors on a tour
of the many marine creatures
living under Stearns Wharf.
Visitors view real-time video
of fish, sea stars, and other
marine animals, without set-
ting a foot in water.  Using a
full-face mask, an underwater
naturalist narrates the live dive
experience!

The Winfield  Scott

The Winfield Scott, a side-wheel paddle steamer, sunk at Anacapa Island in 1853 while en route
from San Francisco to Panama with 500 passengers on board and a cargo of gold bullion. This is
one of over 200 documented shipwrecks in the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary and
National Park. To find out more about the Winfield Scott, please visit the following web page:

http://channelislands.noaa.gov/shipwreck/dbase/cinms/winfieldscott1.html

Become A Marine Archeologist

Marine Archeologists study and map underwater shipwrecks. Below you will
find an underwater map of the pieces of the Winfield Scott shipwreck. See if
you can draw lines to match the photos to the parts of the ship-
wreck (labeled a-e).  Answers are upside-down and below.

Trivia Question: What does “SCUBA” stand for?

Answer:SelfContained UnderwaterBreathingApparatus

4. PADDLE-WHEEL SHAFT SUPPORT

5. CROSS-HEAD

2. PISTON CYLINDER BASE

1. PADDLE-WHEEL BRACING

Answer Key: 1b, 2a, 3c, 4e, 5d

Winfield Scott wreck photos by Robert
Schwemmer. Activity courtesy of Channel
Islands National Marine Sanctuary.
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University Art
Museum, UCSB

Carriage and Western
Art Museum of
Santa Barbara

805-962-2353; www.carriagemuseum.org

Santa Barbara
Trust for Historic
Preservation

Santa Barbara
Botanic Garden

Channel Islands
National Park

805-965-0093; www.sbthp.org

805-658-5730; www.nps.gov/chis

Ganna Walska
Lotusland

Goleta Valley
Historical Society

805-964-4407; www.goletahistory.org

Channel Islands
National Marine
Sanctuary

805-966-7107; www.channelislands.noaa.gov

Santa Barbara
Historical Society

Santa Barbara
Museum of
Natural History

Santa Barbara
Zoological Gardens

Art From Scrap
805-884-0459

805-966-1601

www.sbnature.org; 805-682-4711

805-962-5339
www.santabarbarazoo.org

805-682-4726; www.sbbg.org

Santa Barbara
Mission Museum
805-682-4149

South Coast
Railroad Museum

805-964-3540; www.goletadepot.org

Santa Barbara
Contemporary
Arts Forum

805-966-5373; www.sbcaf.org

Karpeles Manuscript
Library Museum

805-962-5322; www.karpeles.com

Santa Barbara
Maritime Museum

805-962-8404; www.sbmm.org

Santa Barbara
Museum of Art

GET CONNECTED WITH
THE MEMBERS OF THE
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Santa Barbara
County Parks

805-568-2461
www.sbparks.com

Cachuma Lake
Nature Center, Inc.

805-693-0691

805-969-3767; www.lotusland.org

805-682-6113
www.WatershedResourceCenter.org

South Coast Watershed
Resource Center

Santa Barbara Public
Library System
805-962-7653; www.sbplibrary.org

USDA Forest Service,
Los Padres National
Forest 805-968-6640

www.fs.fed.us/r5/lospadres
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805-963-4364;
www.sbma.net

The Center for
Urban Agriculture
at Fairview Gardens805-686-5167

www.theoutdoorschool.org

The Outdoor School
at Rancho Alegre

www.fairviewgardens.org805-967-7369

This Month’s Theme: Underwater Exploration

805-688-1082
www.wildlingmuseum.org

Wildling Art
Museum

Page Contributors: Stephanie A. Griesmer, Director of Education, Santa Barbara Maritime Museum;
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